being made of trauma specialists, and also of physician's assistants and of specially trained nurses with nursing aides. Indeed in the Primary Care Centre, the nursing staff are in charge of triage, and are also permitted to order radiographs of the appendicular skeleton if the nurse is of the opinion that such investigations are necessary. The referral pattern is interesting, in that 77% of trauma patients arrived without referral; and 8500 of non-trauma patients were self-referred. 0.6%0 of the trauma 830 patients require immediate resuscitation; 5%/ of the total number of patients with trauma require to be admitted to hospital. Some important advice is given on the ever-increasing medico-legal and malpractice problems in the U.S.A.
There follow two chapters, both of which are set out in the orderly and thorough (though brief) way that the contributors advise for the clinical examination and early treatment of trauma patients. The first concerns 'ambulatory problems', and contains very useful information on a wide variety of common problems that may be seen in an accident and emergency department. It also informs the reader that some 30 000 people in the U.S.A. will receive rabies prophylaxis this year.
The final chapter, on 'The life-threatening emergencies', maintains the high standard of the earlier part of this small book, with adequate descriptions of, and advice about, the initial assessment and resuscitation of the more seriously injured, and there are separate sections on trauma to the main body systems. These sections of the book can hardly be faulted, but the reviewer feels that some mention should have been made of the operation of cranial burr-holes for the emergency evacuation of an intracranial (usually extradural) haematoma, which can be a life-saving measure 
